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ACE _OF EEARTSC

1y comes a knock at the door. & given signal

~ Lilith, Parrealone wins end Forrest resigne himself to the situ

none for Love, Sha

‘The Ace of Hearts wins the

CORYRIGHT SYNORSIS:

The house of & certain brotherhood is situsted in the heart of the
city snd in what appears to be the shabby genteel district. The interior
is one of formal dignity and is well furnished. About a lo tuu- in the
council chawber are gathered four wmembers of this bdbrother n..l.:g.o
the chair, is reading = repd¥t to the doorkeeper and the olu-ut
and Porrest, a rather hand-
some young men, is admitted by the keeper of the door. In another miment
thie oparstion i® repeated and Ferallone, the artist member srrives,.

The chairman rises and reports the faot that their sieter Lilith, not
wishing to appear at the p ulhﬁm{.nntu‘. has empowered them to ut .
in her stead., After which the spesker announces the fact that they are met
to decree the Fate of a certain wan whom they deem ae & menace to the world.
He calls first Forreast to testify. PForrest states that, as a waiter in

@& certain cafe, he has studied thelr marked man snd koowe but too well

that the world is best rid of him., ZLikewise Parrslone testifies that,
having been intimate with this wman,he $00 will swear that their asct will

be an act of Providence. In the end Death is decreed -~ st the man

t!w has lived too long. Then the chairnan adjourns the meet 'til ten
o'0look, at which hour they will determine upon which one of m will
devolve the duty of Mrnylng this merked man. The Chemist retixes to
the ‘his: le task, PForrest and Farrslone lesxve
the house to notify Lilith and ‘btln. hu to the house.

Silently these two thresd their way to Lilith's apsrtment. Tn the

$0 see
tion,
to Forrest,
acious snile,

sorridor, gravely, the two men toss coins to see who shall go

After a long moment, hhwever, Farralone returns downetairs
As egt enters Lilith's npu-tunf. she greets him with a
He asks her if Parralone hss told her, In the scene which follows Forrest
decalres hie love. But Lilith hss thoughte only for the Casuse - and has
hopes only that the one chosen for the futy will do

thet duty well., She takes her oloak and tells Forrest that they muset go.
Forrest lares that, many years, he hes carried a license near his
heart - in the hope... But Lilith only shakes her head - a little ssdly..

At the foot of the stalre they rejoin FParralone and the trio stert for
the Brotherhood quarters.

Then o'eclook finds them sll gathered around oouncil ublo with the
ahlniltc::t the peculiar mechsnism of the infernal mechine which
devised. ia in the form of a ¢ osse - and & full turn of a
mpn plate a ite faoe will explode it within tlxee minutes, After
whioh the chairmsn ocalls ﬂz!l!_gl mmm&m.-xn.__
Long moments of e follow as
Lilith, at the chairman's p oo. “denls round after round from the neat deck,
And at last, on the third deal, the Ace of Hearts falle to Forrest. A wave

of 8 laye upon the faces of the group = m%

up mm:ﬁ He stsumers duot a few words, Lilith mhc
mnmmmmmﬂuammmmuurw&m of
the older conspirstors alwmost tearfully mutters that he is glad he

wagn't chosen -~ thet it makes « difference when a man is married and
a Mg At which Porreet drswe himself well up and informs the
could make him wish that he had not been chosen. He tells
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them of his plan of attack, Rvery morning at nine their man eats breakfast
et & table at which he waite in = certsin osfe, He will eimply place the
bowb on the chair opposite Jist two minutes before the man urlns. He
will then have ample time for s get-away. lorgridge thuonpon o
Forreet a roll of d41le = to use in making his escape, in o 1- not
involved in the explosion. Then the meeting disbands,

- Openly now Lilith, her face aglow with admirst ion :tn: Pom-t tells
him that there haes never been sny else for hex bptithe cause -~ and
thet now he snd the cause are one snd inseparable, She then wonder if,
ehould she marry him, he would have more courage or less, Bagerly
Forrest olains t 1t would give him & thousand times more coursge. S0
Lilith tells him that, that night, she will marry hin., Parralone steps
up in protest - but Forrest h 12 him that he is most sincerely sorry.
In a few moments Forrest and Lilith leave the room, Farralone is like
nibﬁnkpn man; he says thet he doesn't know how he ie to live through the
n s - .

| A few hours later he meets Lilith and Forrest on the strset, He
| agks them if they are married,and as an answer, Lilith shows him the
' t;l.n; ?u band on hexr left hand. It was once Forrest's mothex's ring.
| ; hey turn up a shozt ﬂg‘ of stairse snd enter Forrest's flat,
| =9 m:ulmo lingers outside. er
by = table sloud=buret, But appesrently Fsrrelone is e~ NI

_ pbuﬂmu to all the ragings of the elements, as if thoLhut merged with -

| the teumpsst within him. - - - In Porzest's apartment Lilith and Forres
= _ adjust themselves to the new circumstsances. Presently Forrest tells Lilith

- that, s he has to be &t the restaurant st seven sharp = it is getting -
very late, Then he takes her into his arms and kisses her. Then he turns
low the ll’htl. -~ Qutslde in the storm Perrslone is watohing thw windows
of Forreat's spartunent., As they dim..and finally go out, he sinks dowy
upon the wet coping and sodbs out his p!.l:t.

Morning finds m:uono still on the steps. Sunshine hae followed
~the storm as he awakens, In the rooms upstairs we see Forrest gquietly
#ressing, in an effort to get away without waking his bride, Presently :
Lilith wakes and sits up. Forrest tells her that the weather, like their 4
hearte, is changed.. In the scens which follows we are shown the workings
i of the mxtn and minds which circumetance haw changed, It seems to thenm

now, 80 wrong to hate, now that they have learmed to love; others may

suffer besides the marked men.. In & sudden sgony Lilith plesds i

hex husbend to drsp the boumb :l.nto the river, to flee with her;

& moment or so & sudden gust of wind 12

with him not to perform hies duty. But Forrest, after a bitter rz‘
sgatnst hinself, holds fizaly t S Sl NAs Aar, Adhem Be Bes semtemil
this one he will be but he hes given his word snd it is now

! & Dutter of honor. At last he literally tears himself amay - nuLlnm iF
_i nlzth to her agony and tears.. - ' '

! Qutside Parsalone meets Forrest, Porrest sssures him that he is fisxm
- :t g:ﬁgc. that .:m not fail; but he degs M::nn: g_'bo very tender
o - -not return, Farralone turns
house - Porrest continues to his work, Inlbhoomﬁtm
asaures the anxious brothers that Porrest will not fail them.. == In a

| few moments we see Forrest nervously domning his tuxeds, ready for his
work. He osutiously slipe the bdomb into an innex mh‘
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- they get away @afely

A little while later, when Ferralone is alone in the council chamber,
comes the signal knock at the door. He admits Lilith. Pale, trembl in
her anxiety, Lilith stammers out that she ls sure that Foxrest is no
ghl.ng to 40 his duty. Ferralone gr zl hinself, then gquietly informs her

st traitors sre punished with dea Bilith insists that m is right,
but Psrralone only shakes his head; Forrest, he claiue, ie a man of honor
and will not fail them, ILilith tells him that had he drawn the Ace of .
Hearts, instead of Forrest, she might have married m..nght have been
plesding with Porrest for his 1life... This tells ":3 n Parraslone.
After » moment of deliberation he turns to the girl s her firmly
by tho shoulders. Beocause hé loves her, he says, he u'ﬂﬂ her a
bsrgain, If for love of her Forresat fails.. he, Farralone, will see that
= if he meets his death thrn the events of the day -
" Lilith grips herself and then quietly acquiesces,
from m..l‘nﬂ toward the door, Here, however,
8 her - ghe shan' %t to !ouu‘ In agony
en of nine, mobbing she

she must marry him,
Then she moves &wa
Parralone interec g0 stral
Lilith looks ap at the clock.. the hands read
ginks into s ohair..

In the cufe we see & young couple sitting at u tadle near the windows..
the boy ha# clasped the girl's small foot between hies snkles, 4is Forreet
pssses them he hears the youth wmurmur that they will be married before
anyone knows that they've run away. It comes as & shock to Forrest,

Holding himself undexr control he deftly slips the bomd under the chair

7

55
t!ublod as ho utohu the two nunpuu »t the table nom:-- a8 he

- sees their happiness snd their looks uf love,

In the council chamber Parralone is talking with mtthﬁut:lmg:hr =
if she :un{ meant thet had he drawn the lucky oards. Lilith nods
head. Agony is in Purralone's looks sas he glances towsrd the cloock.. it
is two minutes to nine..too late %o phone Forrest now.. -- Back in the
cafe Forrest, in waiting on the elopers, notes the tiny engagement r!as
on the girl's finger..watches their tender looks and hand clasps.., He
!hml at the clock - it is nine, Then his gsze rivets iteelf to the

igure of » man coming down the 1ldng corridor - it is the man who has
lived too long, =~ The head waiter seats the man - Forrest s¥ands ready
to give the oxdex. The marked man hss s hard and narrow face mua
sotions mark him @e & men of 00ld oruelty. With face set rigid For

stands by ss the men gives his order..

In the council chamber sgain we see the whole HBrotherhood wsit ing
in tense suspense, nma; a newsboy is heard oalling an extra paper.
The door man rushes outeide and buys a paper. To the disgust of the wait-
ing group it proves no ‘but a Presidentisl message. But very present-
ly comes tlu gignal tep at the door, Forrest enters, He is as e as
Daath, his faoe is :

mn the bomb _on the u‘blo. An ¢
11s of the zouc lovere :i the h

?ﬂl _ ﬂlﬂl{i
he table.. he ool -Q'- do fi! ho oould not m !to emn
deathess At this Junps to his feet out his
..tellas them that iou is destruction..tells iotu*t that Ef ehould
the woman who has corrupted him and go - dbut that, in their nsusl
the nm»am.mtm-muamm.n«m

ylunation is demanded. Then Forrest
o tolls tluu of the gh’.'l'l

ﬂmu hand they shsll be destroyed.. Forrest turns to Morgridge and
u now = and have it over with. m pouu
R&Ezbnm mamm ' snd




io ! : 0]
slip the infernsl machine into the drawer before him,

Aftexr th one Morgridge bides the brotherhood meet at seven,
to take up this new situs . rreat and hie bride, in
the knowledge that while life lasts hope is with > eir
got-away.se -

at seven meet the brotherhood in council snd see Ferralone -

Sharp :
before thea, ,atum,wm{ t0 arouse smfut_;;__to:_ Forrest and his bride.
He tells them that new light has cowe to him t day; that now he sees

that the world needs, rot a dastructive reform, but & constrastive foxce,
im:da lov;n mtu:a of hn:;.'. Then he eits t::“. n-ﬁmla.n 8lip his hande
nto the drawer and see his fingers turn - monogram plate on cigee
ease, Then he olosee the drewer and listens to Morgridge's t&lk. Present-
1y he laughe outright. Angrily Morgridge demands his reason for laughing.
g”‘%"%'t‘“‘"h“‘ harder, then states thet, in a moment, they shall
ow but too well.. ‘

We niw are taken to a wountain homestesd, far removed from the
paths of wen, A well built log-ocabin and & plot of cultivated ground
nerks the faot that both time and labor have been put into the place.
Then we eee Lilith, a m; in her arms, walking down & path to meet
her husband. Then we gee Forrest, an s«xe in hand, advancing Mpp;lzh

o e

&8 he sees, stuok in the berk of u pine tree; mmt% 2 =

. and -
fect that Farrslone muet heve %om weans to oita% the brotherhood.

The Forrest continues towsrd his work snd Lilith and her baby return to
the oabin. As Porrest mskes his way thru the woods he stope suddenly

s ory of dismay he rushes forward and seigzes it.. then runs
cabin, He takes Iilith into his arme and fup- out thet they have beem
living in a fodl'se paradise. In a moment they turn...

Down the path we now see Liorgridge coming. One of hies arms is gone,
he limps peinfully snd walke with = osne., Grimly Porrest advancesa.to .
meet him. Liorgridge smiles as he lpgortch.l.. he tells FPoxreat to put
down his axe.. that he wouldn't hurt them if he could.. thg% igm _
found thet they were right.. that Ferralone was right.. tha truction - .
oannot held the world, t the world needs construction, snd that love
is con#sruction. They oross to the wide porch and sit down, Morgridge
tejle them that but ee of the brotherhood &re now alive.. How in
retrospect he tells the story of what happened. Lfl.ln- we ses the gr -
at counoil..agsin ses Parralone laughing as he tells them thet eoon they .
will know his joke.,. Shen a terrific explosion..then, after the has
eleared..the ed and torn bodies.. the arm of Perralone..with the ice
O o G B s’ ot WBat uetatose wit Sin Tom'
we see Mo g8 a8 he 88 the of what raloue di ove
of Forrest and Lilith., Morgridge, t%. was held for & while by the '
police, who guwd nothing and hed to free him, Since then he has been |
hunting for them..to tell them that now they have nothing to fear., And
the picture closes with the happy group on wide veranda, chatting |-
pescefully.. _ )
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